Adults' support of spanking is not limited to young children. Older children are also viewed as suitable targets for hitting. In the first National Family Violence Survey, Straus et al. (1980) found that between 70% and 77% of respondents believed that spanking or slapping a 12-year-old child was at least somewhat necessary, normal, and good.
Even well-educated professionals express support for the physical punishment of children. In a study of 619 Ohio family physicians and pediatricians, McCormick (1992) found that 67% favored giving children a "mild spanking." Seventy percent of family physicians agreed with corporal punishment, compared with 59% of pediatricians.
Normative support for corporal punishment is established before most individuals become parents. In a study of 679 college freshmen, Graziano and Namaste (1990) found that approximately two-thirds (68.9%) felt that spanking was an effective disciplinary procedure. Nearly half (45.1%) agreed that "children need to be spanked to teach discipline." Further, over 80% of these students believed that parents should have the right to spank (84.9%) and that they would spank their own children (82.7%).
Deley (1988) compared the experiences with and attitudes toward spanking of American college students with college students in Sweden. (In 1979, Sweden enacted legislation prohibiting the use of physical punishment by parents. The law carries no penalty, as its primary purpose is to establish a cultural norm against spanking.) In addition to receiving corporal punishment more frequently than the Swedes, Americans were more likely to believe in spanking than their Swedish counterparts-62.3% compared with 28.6% for males and 60.4% compared with 18.9% for females. Further, when asked if they would support a law, similar to the one in Sweden, that would prohibit parents from hitting children at all, only 22.2% of American males and 30.8% of females indicated their agreement. In contrast, 75.4% of the Swedish men and 76.9% of the women stated that they agreed with their country's new law.
A few studies have examined attitudes toward spanking in the public schools. In a 1989 Harris poll, even though 86% of Americans favored spanking by parents, only 46% supported corporal punishment in the schools (Hyman, 1990 ). Grasmick, Morgan, and Kennedy (1992) surveyed a random sample of Oklahoma City adults about the use of corporal punishment in five scenarios. Spanking was viewed as most appropriate when used against a child who had deliberately injured another child-favored by 67.2% of respondents-and least appropriate when employed on a child who skipped school without a good reason-favored by only 21.9%.
REGIONAL DIFFERENCES IN SPANKING ATTITUDES
Few researchers have examined regional differences in attitudes toward corporal punishment. Over two decades ago, Reed (1971) compared the attitudes of mid-20th century southerners and nonsoutherners, finding that southerners were more likely to favor corporal punishment, both at home and in the schools. In 1946, 85% of southerners indicated their approval of spanking, compared with just 72% of nonsouthern respondents. Southerners were also more likely to approve of corporal punishment in the schools-71% compared with 43% of nonsouthemers. These regional differences persisted after controlling for the effects of education, urban or rural residence, and occupation. Reed concludes that "the absence of appreciable interaction between region and the control variables suggests that . .. there may be a 'Southern factor' which can almost be tacked on, additively, to a prediction based on education, occupation, and urban or rural residence" (Reed, 1971 , p. 441).
More recently, Wiehe's (1990) study, which found that biblical literalism was positively related to favorable spanking attitudes, was conducted in that part of the South that is sometimes referred to as the "Bible belt." Specifically, he collected data from churches in southern Ohio, Kentucky, North Carolina, Tennessee, and West Virginia. Wiehe suggests that the strong support for corporal punishment "may be due in part to the geographic location in which this research occurred. . . . The strong belief in the use of physical punishment in this area of the country, which may have its roots in the Bible, appears to have even impacted on persons not holding a literal belief in the Bible" (Wiehe, 1990, p. 184).
Other data indicate that southern residents may be more receptive to physical punishment administered by school officials. A 1989 Harris poll found that while 66% of Americans in the East opposed corporal punishment in the schools, only half as many southerners (33%) opposed the practice (Hyman, 1990 It is probably not surprising, then, that southern school officials employ physical punishment more often than school personnel in other parts of the country. In 1986, for example, the states with the highest proportion of students being hit were: Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee, Florida, Georgia, Oklahoma, Texas, and South Carolina (Hyman, 1990) . And in that same year, 12 southern states accounted for 80% of the paddlings nationally (Hyman, 1990) .
It seems reasonable to expect adults in the South to have more favorable attitudes toward corporal punishment generally than adults in other regions of the United States. Yet even if such a relationship between region and attitudes does exist, will it continue to exist after relevant sociodemographic variables are controlled for? If the South is more apt to endorse spanking, it may be because of the higher percentage of less educated, poor, black, rural, or conservative Protestant citizens who live there compared to other regions. And even if any of these variables do explain why the South is different from other regions, do they operate in the same way to predict attitudes toward corporal punishment within each region? Therefore, the purpose of the present study is fourfold: (a) to provide descriptive data on regional differences in attitudes toward corporal punishment; (b) to examine the relationships between several sociodemographic variables and spanking beliefs within each region; (c) to determine, using an analysis of covariance, whether any regional differences in spanking attitudes remain after controlling for important social factors; and (d) to assess whether the relationship between the control variables and attitudes toward corporal punishment is the same within each region.
DATA AND VARIABLES

Data
Data from the 1988 General Social Survey (GSS) were utilized for this analysis (Davis & Smith, 1991) . Originally, this representative national sample included 1,481 adults. However, due to the split-ballot design employed by the GSS since 1987, some items are omitted from a randomly selected subset of respondents. Therefore, this study is based on data from 978 GSS respondents.
Dependent Variable
The dependent variable for this study was attitude toward spanking. This variable was measured using the following item: "Do you strongly agree, agree, disagree, or strongly disagree that it is sometimes necessary to discipline a child with a good, hard spanking?" Responses were coded from 1 to 4, with 4 being "strongly agree," so that a higher score indicated a more favorable attitude toward corporal punishment.
Independent Variable
Region of the country served as the independent variable. The country was divided into four regions: the Northeast (n = 189), the Midwest (n = 263), the South (n = 338), and the West (n = 189). The subregions and states that comprised each region can be found in Table 1 .
Control Variables
It is likely that any regional differences that are revealed may result in part from sociodemographic differences between the regions. Therefore, to control for any possible confounding factors, eight covariates were employed in the analysis.
Four of the variables were treated as continuous variables: age (in years), years of education, number of children, and income. Income was measured using 20 income ranges, which were coded from lowest (1)-under $1,000-to highest (20)-$60,000 or over. The average age of the sample was 45 years, with 12.6 years of schooling completed. The average respondent had 1.96 children and earned between $20,000 and $22,499.
Four categorical variables also served as controls: sex, race, religion, and native residence. Women made up 55.7% of the total sample. Race was assessed by comparing blacks and nonblacks, and 12.8% of the sample was black. With regard to religion, conservative Protestants were compared to all other respondents. The classification scheme used to identify conservative Protestants was adopted from Ellison and Sherkat (1993) , and includes such groups as Southern Baptists, Assemblies of God, Seventh Day Adventists, Jehovah's Witness, various Pentecostal and Holiness groups, and several other evangelical and fundamentalist sects. Approximately 28% of respon-dents were classified as conservative Protestants. The variable native residence was categorized as rural natives and nonrural natives. A rural native was defined as one who resided in a community of fewer than 50,000 people both at age 16 and at the time of the survey. Twenty-two percent of the sample fit this description.
To maximize both the size and representativeness of the sample, missing values were dealt with in two ways. For continuous variables, missing variables were replaced with the sample means. For categorical variables, the modal response was substituted for the missing value. It is important to note that when missing cases were handled via listwise deletion, the results were essentially the same.
RESULTS
Descriptive Data-National and Regional Attitudes
A substantial majority of Americans (79.6%) either strongly agreed (30.9%) or agreed (48.7%) that a "good, hard spanking" is sometimes a necessary disciplinary technique. Although there was strong normative support for corporal punishment throughout the country, there were some interesting regional differences (see Table 1 ). Southerners had the most favorable attitudes, with 86.1% supporting corporal punishment. Over one-third (36.1%) of southerners strongly agreed with spanking, while only 1.5% strongly disagreed. The east south central states showed the highest support, with 92.8% agreeing that spanking was sometimes necessary.
The Northeast was the region expressing the least favorable attitudes, with about two-thirds of respondents agreeing with spanking. One out of 8 respondents from the northeast strongly disagreed with corporal punishment. This was twice the rate of those in the West and Midwest, and eight times the rate in the South. And in New England, nearly as many respondents disagreed with spanking (46.1%) as agreed with it (53.9%). Compared with southerners, northeasterners were more than twice as likely to oppose spanking--31.2% versus 13.9%. In the West and the Midwest, approximately one-fifth of the respondents disagreed with the practice of physically punishing children. The percentages in these two regions, particularly the Midwest, closely resembled the national data. Race. Nationally, 9 out of 10 blacks favored corporal punishment, with whites being almost three times more likely than blacks to oppose spanking-22.2% versus 8.8%. The relationship between race and spanking attitudes was consistent for all regions except the South, where no real difference emerged. Northeastern whites were significantly different from all other groups, with over one-third opposing physical punishment. Interestingly, no blacks in the West or the Midwest disagreed with spanking. However, the number of blacks in each region was small-13 in the West and 32 in the Midwest. Number of children. Respondents with more children had more favorable attitudes toward spanking, but the trend is gradual until the number of children reaches four. Yet as was the case with race and education, this variable appears to have little effect on southerners' attitudes toward corporal punishment.
Social Factors
Sex, age, and income level. There were few differences in attitudes, either regionally or nationally, based on these three variables. Regarding sex, southern males were much more likely to favor spanking than southern females (or any other group), with 91.6% indicating acceptance. No real differences between age groups emerged, with those in the 45-59 group being only slightly more supportive of corporal punishment. For income, those who earned less than $10,000 had the most favorable attitudes toward spanking, but there was much diversity among regions. In fact, in the South, those in poverty were slightly less likely to support spanking than those with higher incomes.
Regional Differences--Analysis of Covariance
A comparison of the regional spanking attitude means revealed that the Northeast (mean = 2.81) has significantly less favorable attitudes toward corporal punishment than the Midwest (mean = 3.07) and the South (mean = 3.21), and that the West (mean = 2.97) has significantly less favorable attitudes than the South. The unadjusted regional means are presented in Table 3 , along with descriptive data for all control variables by region.
However, to determine if regional differences persist in spite of sociodemographic variations from one part of the country to another, an analysis of covariance was performed. When controlling for eight social factors, one regional difference remains, with the Northeast having significantly less favorable attitudes toward spanking than the other three regions. The adjusted mean The full model, comprised of the regional variables (with the South serving as the reference category) and the eight controls, was significant (F = 10.98, df= 11,966; p = .0001), explaining 11% of the variability in attitudes toward corporal punishment (see Table 4 ). In addition to region, five other variables-race, religion, native residence, number of children, and years of education--were significant predictors. After controlling for the other variables, blacks, conservative Protestants, and rural natives were more likely to favor spanking than whites, respondents who were not conservative Protestants, and nonrural natives. Further, the more children one has and the fewer the years of education, the more favorable one's attitudes.
Separate Regression Analyses by Region
Individual regression analyses were employed for each region to determine if the predictor variables operated in the regions in a similar way. The results of these analyses are presented in Table 5 .
The patterns of variables that contribute to explaining spanking attitudes vary considerably from region to region. In the Northeast, education was the most important predictor, with support for spanking declining with increasing years of education. Number of children and income were positively related to favorable attitudes toward spanking. No other variables reached significance.
In the West, five variables were significantly related to spanking attitudes, with number of children being the most important. Age was inversely related to spanking, with support for physical punishment decreasing with age. Being black, a rural native, and less educated were all related to support for corporal punishment among respondents in the West.
Three variables emerged as significant predictors in the Midwest-race, income, and sex. Race was the most important variable, with blacks being more supportive of spanking. Income was negatively related to attitudes, so that as income increased, support for spanking declined. Interestingly, the relationship between attitudes and income was exactly the opposite in the Northeast. Also, women had less favorable attitudes toward corporal punishment than men.
Finally, only one variable-rural native-was a significant predictor in the South. Rural natives were more likely to support corporal punishment than were nonrural natives.
To provide support for the finding of different patterns of the predictor variables within the four 
DIscussION
The results of this study indicate that there is strong normative support for the physical punishment of children in American culture. In every region, a majority of respondents agreed with spanking as a needed disciplinary technique. However, there was variation among the regions, with spanking receiving the most approval in the South (favored by 6 out of 7 respondents) and the least in the Northeast (favored by 2 out of 3). It was no real surprise that southerners' support for corporal punishment exceeded all other regions. The South has long been considered to be a distinctive culture, whose conservative citizens value tradition, order, and authority. Recent studies (e.g., Hurlbert, 1989) show that, in general, southerners hold more traditional views on moral or religious issues, race, the status of women, and politics. Many scholars have suggested that the southern culture includes an approval of violence (Gastil, 1971; Hurlbert, 1989; Reed, 1971 ).
This culture is often seen as a byproduct of an agrarian, slave-labor economy that produced a hierarchical social structure with a small number of elite. Beyond that, this heritage created a powerful cultural identification for both blacks and whites (Markusen, 1987) . "A distinctive southern form of Protestantism, conservative and fundamentalist in tenor, has heightened the sense of cultural difference, especially as against the Northeast" (Markusen, 1987, p. 172) . This legacy may translate into parents valuing order and respect for authority in their children, and being more likely to support the use of force, if necessary, to insure appropriate behavior in their children.
In support of the notion of a distinctive South, examination of the relationships between the sociodemographic variables and spanking attitudes produced fewer differences between social categories in the South than in other regions. Variables that produced differences in attitudes in other parts of the country-race, education, number of children-were not related to attitudes toward spanking in the South. In fact, when separate regression analyses were run by region, the only characteristic that predicted favorable attitudes toward corporal punishment among southerners was being a rural native. Thus there was clearly much similarity among southern respondents, regardless of social category.
Yet when regional spanking attitudes means are compared while controlling for relevant social and economic variables, the distinctiveness of the South disappears. Instead, it is the Northeast that emerges as exceptional, as unique. Compared to those in other regions, northeasterners have less favorable attitudes toward corporal punishment. Thus rather than uncovering support for a southern "culture of violence," this study revealed a northeastern culture that is less tolerant of violence.
Two groups of northeasterners were significantly different from all other groups. When regional comparisons were made on the basis of race, northeastern whites had less favorable attitudes toward corporal punishment than any other group. When the effects of region and religion were analyzed, those in the Northeast who were not conservative Protestants were less supportive of hitting children than any other group. Additional evidence reveals that there is less culturally approved violence in the Northeast than in other regions. Baron and Straus (1988) One conclusion that can be drawn from this study is that simple descriptive comparisons of different regions may present an incomplete or inaccurate picture of social life. This becomes clear when multiple regression analyses are examined for each region. In every region, a different pattern of predictor variable emerges. In some regions, variables that were not important in the national analysis are important within the region (e.g., age in the West, sex in the Midwest, income in the Northeast and Midwest). In another case, income was positively related to favorable spanking attitudes in the Northeast, but inversely related in the Midwest. Conservative Protestantism, which was a significant predictor in the overall analysis, failed to reach significance in any of the regional models after other controls were employed.
The results of the present study should cause us to be cautious in accepting the argument that approval of violence is part of the southern culture (Gastil, 1971; Reed, 1971) , and thus that region of the country can be used as a proxy for cultural approval of violence. The West had less favorable attitudes toward spanking than the Midwest and the South, but of all the regions, the West has been shown to have the greatest amount of legitimate violence (Baron & Straus, 1988) . Perhaps higher levels of education and smaller families offset the effects of a cultural climate that is favorable to legitimate violence. Whatever the specific explanation, regional cultural characteristics may interact with socioeconomic factors to produce different attitudes in different regions.
Along these lines, Baron and Straus (1988) attempted to predict homicide rates using region, as well as cultural and economic factors. The researchers found that after controlling for cultural approval of violence and economic features, southern residence no longer predicted homicide rate. Baron and Straus (1988) concluded that "this finding casts doubt on the argument that the South represents a distinctive culture of violence. It also raises questions about the validity of using southern region as an indicator of cultural support for violence" (p. 382).
Several implications are suggested by these findings. First, education programs for parents that encourage nonviolent forms of discipline are likely to be most successful in the Northeast, and meet with some resistance in the South. Educators in all regions should be particularly sensitive to differences in attitudes that are likely to be disproportionately held by blacks, conservative Protestants, less educated persons, and rural natives. Further, they should note that the level of influence of these and other variables varies from region to region, and thus educational emphases may need to be changed depending on the audience.
The elimination of corporal punishment in public schools may function to cause parents to question its value and effectiveness. Perhaps the first northeastern states to ban spanking in schools contributed to a climate wherein spanking was less normative. Ending corporal punishment in schools will not by itself change attitudes about physical punishment or reduce its implementation. "But public schools can and should be expected to set a positive example for parents to follow" (Gilmartin, 1979, p. 23) .
Such efforts are likely to be particularly challenging in the South. A recent study of elementary and middle school administrators in South Carolina found that two-thirds believed that discipline problems would increase if corporal punishment was banned. Among rural administrators, 32% indicated that they would have to be forced to abandon its practice (Medway & Smircic, 1992) .
The current study found that southern males had the most favorable attitudes toward spanking. Given the prevalence of tradition and inequality in the South, both generally and in the schools, reducing normative support for corporal punishment in the home or at school will have to overcome this additional barrier.
Yet one important lesson that should be learned from this research is that our focus on the South as a distinctive culture may have caused us to overlook or ignore other regional subcultures. Given the lower levels of legitimate violence in the Northeast, further attention to what elements have produced this outcome is needed. Perhaps social stability, a historical wage-based economy, industrialization, and urbanization have all combined to promote greater individualism and equality among its citizens. If so, then parents might value these traits in their children, and see spanking as counterproductive to achieving them. Whatever the explanation, future researchers should try to uncover the underlying reasons for the lower tolerance of violence in the Northeast. Beyond that, it would be wise to expand regional comparisons beyond the common southern/nonsouthern dichotomy.
Finally, this study only examined normative support for corporal punishment. It did not investigate the contexts in which spanking would be used or the age of the child for whom it is appropriate. Nor did it determine whether or how regional differences in attitudes are related to the actual use of spanking, or how that relationship might change when sociodemographic variables are considered. These questions remain unanswered. Yet there can be little doubt that corporal punishment remains a defining feature of American society. 
